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Second Cup of Coffee Parent Discussion Group 
Record of Questions and Answers 

General Questions

Q:  Can the book fair flyers actually go home in backpacks for parents to see and price 
out kids choices? It felt lost this year. 
A: The committee tried to acquire that type of document from Scholastic but never 
received it. They will look to send that out next year and we look to offer similar 
documents for events like the Holiday Boutique and Plant Sale, to name a few. Also, 
since we are a paper-free district, all documents will be online available to print at your 
convenience. 

Q: Is there a student newspaper or newsletter? 
A: At this point, we do not have that, but would love to start. We would need to establish 
a staff member as an “advisor” along with other parent volunteers. Due to the current 
teacher contract situation, I would not want to put any staff in an awkward position and 
ask them to oversee this. Once an agreement has been reached, and teachers have a 
current contract, I will approach the staff for volunteers to assist the parents and students 
to create a quarterly newspaper or newsletter. Students can feel free to offer any article or 
writing to be considered for print in our online newsletter published each Friday called 
“The Meadowbrook Minute” located in the Friday folder section of our website. 

Q: Is there a way to use the website to generate revenue by placing advertisements on 
school pages? 
A: At this time, we are not looking to add advertisements to our websites since in most 
occasions, we cannot control the type of ads that are displayed.  
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Q: Is there enough time provided for lunch? My child keeps saying she has no time. 
A: This is a very common question / concern that comes up. Children have plenty of time 
to each their lunch, whether they bring it from home or purchase it. Even on a busy day 
like Friday when pizza is offered, all children have between 10-15 minutes to settle in 
and eat. At times, students buy snack very late in the lunch period and that is what 
prevents them from finishing on time for students in grade 1-2. For all students going 
forward, they can purchase snack up until 5 minutes before the period ends. After the “5 
minute warning,” children will no longer be able to get a snack. We will continue to 
stress throughout the period that everyone should be eating more, and talking less. If you 
have an individual concern about your child not eating their lunch, please contact your 
child’s teacher. 

Q: For school assemblies, can children sit at the lunch tables instead of the floor? 
A: In most cases, the assemblies involve the whole school and we would not have enough 
space at each table. Only about 3 grade levels can fit at the tables (barely) and no other 
floor space is available. If specific grade levels have an assembly, we can look into 
providing tables instead of sitting on the floor depending on the availability of the 
custodial staff. 

Q: Are kids hand washing before lunch and snack? 
A: All children have access to wipes before lunch each day. Our safety patrols offer wipes 
to those students who want them. Also, if your child wants to wash their hands with soap 
and water before eating during the day, they should ask their teacher to use the bathroom 
or classroom sink. Purell hand sanitizer bottles are being purchased to use in each 
classroom by the MFFA. While we cannot mandate children to use wipes or sanitizer, we 
are doing our best to offer what we can to prevent sickness in our school. 

Character Education Questions  

Q: Can the monthly school community themes / projects be placed on the website for 
parents to gain access to and support? 
A: We have created an area under “Information” where you can click on “ Monthly 
Projects” to see the anticipated list of our community projects. If you have ideas for a 
specific month, especially at the end of the year, please forward that to us. 

Q: What happened to the Pride Awards? 
A: Students will be celebrated in individual classrooms when being a bucket filler. We are 
moving away from Pride Awards because we want children to do something and not look 
for anything in return. Certainly we will continue to celebrate students on a school level 
each month in our assemblies, but between classroom recognition, having the opportunity 
to make student announcements each Friday (for those that were selected by the 
classroom staff for filling someone’s bucket) and feeling good about being a part of 
something bigger that helps our community, no child has even asked about Pride Awards 



this year. Also, when we received the “NJ School of Character” award last year, some of 
the feedback received from the NJASECD was to look to remove providing a “prize” for 
something that is expected in our school. We have done that and there is been no drop in 
enthusiasm for helping a classmate, friend or staff member. 

Academic Questions  

Q: Are there any plans for after school enrichment programs? (For pay by parents) 
A: The MFFA, along with the other parent school organizations do offer the Winter 
Workshop, which offers all types of “enrichment” like chess, pottery, baking, etc. Unless 
we have additional resources provided on a consistent basis to be a sustainable program   
for a longer period of time (parent volunteers, equipment, realistic student interest), I do 
not see after school enrichment programs being offered. The last thing anyone wants is to 
offer this type of program for the children, and have it fold after a few months due to a 
lack of resources and support. 

Q:Can there be conferences for all grades at the end of the school year? 
A: While that is something that can be looked into, that would have to be a change agreed 
to by all schools in the district. I will bring that up in our next administrative meeting. If 
that is not an option (all Kindergarten and 1st graders currently have an end of the year 
conference) please know that if you would like an “end of the year” conference with any 
or all of your children’s teachers, no matter the grade level, feel free to request one.  

Q: Do you know the dates of the PARCC testing? 
A: PARCC testing windows are as follows: Grade 3 and 4 March 2-March 27, April 27-
May 22. Also, for Grade 4, NJASK Science is May 27. 

Q: What is needed for Meadowbrook to apply and/or qualify for the classification of an 
Academic School of Excellence? 
A: The application process focuses on multiple data sources to get a clear picture of 
academic performance in a school that applies. Their requirements to be a strong 
candidate deals with mostly state testing data. While we score high in some areas 
highlighted in the School Performance Report, our scores need to place us in the top 15% 
of the state to be considered. While we are happy to be 85% Proficient in Language Arts 
and 84% in Mathematics school-wide (average between Grade 3 and 4), most that are 
considered place into the 90% + Proficiency range for both L.A. and Math. As of now, 
with our scores steadily improving, it is something to shoot for in the future. 


